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Are We to Blame Mom and Dad?
Father Angelus Shaughnessy, O.F.M. Capuchin

Where are the children and young adults at Sunday Mass? These days over half of them
are absent. Have they given up the faith they received from our God at their Baptism?
Do they pray any more? Holy Mass on Sunday is a serious obligation that binds under
pain of grave sin. A grave sin is a grievous sin, a big sin, a serious sin, a mortal sin.

I would fear for the salvation of any persons who would die in the state of mortal sin for
having skipped Holy Mass on Sunday through their own fault. This is the teaching of the
Church. In the new catechism, Pope John Paul II, now blessed, says that “The Catechism
of the Catholic Church” is the greatest achievement of his entire pontificate. T-Ball, soccer,
baseball games are no legitimate excuse for missing Holy Mass on Sunday.

Parents are to blame for the loss of their children’s faith if they themselves do not attend
Holy Mass on Sunday. The children need the good example of their moms and dads.
Even if they send their youngsters to good catholic schools but do not live their faith in
this most important obligation, they are sending mixed signals, very confusing to their
offspring. Why spend all that money for a good Catholic education and fail to live up to
their own responsibility? There will be strict accountability on judgment day for those
parents. I would hate to hear the sentence of judgment passed on them at the moment
of their death. So often I have seen parents dropping off their children for CCD classes
on Sunday at the parish church and they themselves driving home without coming to
Holy Mass. Apparently they do want their children to make their first Holy Communion
and receive the Sacrament of Confirmation but those sacraments are just the beginning
of their Christian life.

If parents have provided a good and solid Catholic education in the faith and have given
them the good example of Christian living, then the responsibility falls on the children to
respond to the expectations of Christ and His Church. Their faith is always a gift up until
they enjoy the beatific vision, that face-to-face view of our God for all eternity; but once
they reach the age of reason, 5, 6, 7 years of age, faith also becomes a choice. They
can choose to believe or refuse to believe. That is why prayer in the home is so very
important: Morning Prayer (the morning offering), night prayer, prayer before and after
meals. To pray is to believe; to believe is to pray. There is no better way to express our
faith. Parents practicing contraception cannot pray with a sincere heart. Their faith is
shallow. Such examples to their children who are always looking for credibility and
authenticity in their parents are most disappointing. How disillusioned they are when they
find condoms in the bedroom dresser!

Some children lose their faith in high school, some in college, especially when their
teachers ridicule the faith. Sometimes it is their peers whose example they follow that
is detrimental to their life of faith. Sometimes it is the choice of companionship and lifetime
choices they make that tear them from their relationship with God. Perhaps it is sinful
practices that they allow themselves to fall into: drinking and drugs and promiscuity; or
their failure to make a good confession with that firm purpose of amendment, that contrition
that looks to the future: I will not commit that sin again and I will avoid all occasion of sin:
any person, place, thing or situation that I know from my past experience that has easily
pulled me into sin. I will avoid that! Pope Benedict XVI was so right: “the renewal of the
Church and the world depends upon a renewal of the Sacrament of Penance.” With Pope
John Paul II he too recommends confession once a month. Do Mom and Dad take the
vicar of Jesus Christ on earth seriously? There is no better guide to Heaven.
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Words to Meditate On...

“I would rather be struck dead than
to vote for one who promised to
perpetuate the legalization of the
killing of the pre-born.”
Father Angelus Shaughnessy, O.F.M. Capuchin

After the Priest of God there is no
one who exercises so wholesome
an influence in religion and in the
world as a truly Christian Mother.

“Abortion solves no problems but
kills a child, destroys the woman,
weighs on the conscience of the
father and often ruins the family.”
Pope Benedict XVI

“Abortion and Euthanasia are
crimes which no human law can
claim to legitimize.”
Blessed John Paull II

THE HEART OF THE MOTHER 
IS THE FOUNDATION OF 
THE CHURCH.

The future of the world is in the
hands of the mother.

Marry 21 times – or more often – if
need be, to the same person!

Since abortion’s leglization in 1973,
America has seen a growth of more
than 300% in child abuse cases. In
the words of Dr. Jack Willke, “When
you put a price tag on human life,
just like any other price tag, it will
eventially get marked down.”

“If sex had nothing to do with
abortion, everyone would be
opposed to abortion.”
Peter Kreeft

Christian Mothers Alive
Dear Father Angelus,

I thought you might like to hear how the women of the Confraternity of
Christian Mothers at St. Joseph – Cabot, PA are doing and what we’ve
been up to and have planned for 2011. I think sharing these activities
gives encouragement and helps other Confraternity groups.

Our New Year started off  rather slow because the weather hindered some
of our meetings; but we are now in full swing. One thing we have begun
is attending Mass the First Friday of every month as a group and reciting
the Rosary after Mass. If the members are able, we may go out afterward
for refreshments and fellowship. We handed out Family Prayer cards after
Masses on the Feast of the Holy Family; we also offer a funeral luncheon
for the families of parishioners who have passed and recite the Rosary
before Mass for the deceased’s intention.

One thing we initiated was to place the Confraternity’s booklet, “The Family
–Something for Everyone” in welcome cards to new families of the parish.
An ongoing project is to make the baptismal robe used during Baptism,which
the parents keep as a memento of the occasion. We help bake bread with
the First Communicants on “Jesus Day” – how wonderful to be present
with these children on such a joyous occasion.

We have a Newsletter on our parish’s web site, which we try to keep
members informed of our upcoming functions, but to also encourage
membership. Along those lines of encouraging membership, we have
invited the mothers of CCD students to join us for a Meager Meal at our
meeting in April while their children attend CCD class - this is one way we
are trying to reach out to women of the parish to join Christian Mothers.

We will be assisting in the May Crowning by giving the First Communicants
flowers to place at the Blessed Mother’s shrine; we have also offered
Bible studies to women of the parish and participated in the 40 Days for
Life Prayer Vigil and members attended the Magnificat Breakfast. Of
course, the parish always looks forward to our annual Easter Bake Sale
on Palm Sunday weekend. We also offer a monthly Public Card Party
and lunch as a way of reaching out to the community at large. We have
planned a Mother/Daughter and Women of Parish Luncheon for May and
are looking forward to our Christian Mother’s Family Picnic in June and
we hope to schedule a Retreat or Day of Reconciliation for the women
of St. Joseph and our sister parish in the fall.

I’m sorry if this sounds like a litany of our Christian Mothers’ activities, but
I thought you would enjoy seeing how our Blessed Mother has blessed
us with members and a parish that supports us. We pray for you, Father
Angelus, and all your good works and endeavors and ask for continued
blessings of the Confraternity of Christian Mothers, who more than ever
need to have their presence in the world. Take care. God Bless you.

In His peace and love,
Darlene A. Geibel
President, Confraternity of Christian Mothers
St. Joseph Church -  Cabot, PA



Prayer For Purity

Obtain for me a deep sense of
modesty,which will be reflected
in my external conduct. Protect
my eyes, the windows of my soul,
from anything that might dim the
luster of a heart that must mirror
only Christ-like purity. And when
the“ Bread of Angels” Becomes
my food in Holy Communion,
seal my heart forever against the
suggestion of sinful pleasures.
May I be among the number of
those Whom Jesus spoke:
“Blessed are the Pure of heart
for they shall see God.”
Amen.

Prayer of a Mother After
Miscarriage

My heart is heavy, Lord. I have
just lost my baby. I have done all
I could to stay healthy for my little
one. Now he has been taken
away. I submit to Your loving plan
for me and my family. You know
what is best for us. Give me the
grace not to indulge in self-pity
or anger or resentment or
bitterness. Help me to accept my
loss as Your own dear Mother
accepted Your death on Calvary;
with complete resignation to the
Holy Will of Your Heavenly Father.
Help me to pray: “Jesus, it’s all
right with me!” or “Thy will be
done on earth (in my heart) as it
is in Heaven (in Your Heart).” I
know my acceptance is the key
to my sanity (mental health) and
to my sanctity (my spiritual
health). Should I become
pregnant again may I bring my
baby to the waters of baptism
and Your holy love. Teach me to
be resigned to all the misfortunes
of my life as Your dear Mother
was. Amen.
Father Angelus Shaughnessy, 
O.F.M. Capuchin

Not a Single Divorce In Town
In the town of Siroki-Brijeg, not one single divorce has been recorded
among its 13,000 inhabitants! If this statement shocks you, consider this:
not one single family has broken up in living memory. Does Herzegovina
enjoy a special favor from Heaven? Is there a magic formula that keeps
the demon of division at bay?

The answer is very simple. For centuries, because of the pressure from
the Turks and then the Communists, the people suffered cruelly as their
Christian faith was always threatened. They knew through experience
that salvation comes through the Cross of Christ. It does not come from
disarmament plans, from humanitarian aid or peace treaties, even if these
things may bring limited benefits.

The source of salvation is the Cross of Christ! These people possess a
wisdom that does not allow them to be duped over questions of life and
death. That is why they have indissolubly linked marriage with the Cross
of Christ.

The Croatian marriage tradition is so beautiful that it is beginning to take
hold in Europe and America. When a young couple is preparing for
marriage, they are not told that they have found the ideal partner. No!
What does the priest say? “You have found your cross. And it is a cross
to be loved, to be carried, a cross not to be thrown away but to be
cherished.” In Herzegovina, the Cross represents the greatest love and
the crucifix is the treasure of the home. When a bride and groom set off
for the church, they bring a crucifix with them. The priest blesses the
crucifix which takes a central role during the exchange of vows. The bride
places her right hand on the crucifix and the groom places his hand over
hers. Thus the two hands are bound by the cross.

The priest covers their hands with his stole as they proclaim their vows
to be faithful according to the rites of the Church. The bride and groom
do not then kiss each other but the cross. Anyone close enough to see
their two hands joined over the cross understand clearly that if the husband
abandons his wife or the wife abandons her husband, they let go of the
cross. And if they abandon the cross, they have nothing left. They have
lost everything for they have abandoned Jesus.

After the ceremony, the newlyweds bring the crucifix back and give it a
place of honor in their home. It becomes the focal point of family prayer.
When trouble arises or conflict breaks out, it is before the cross that they
will seek help. They will not go to a lawyer; they will not rely on a
psychologist to solve the problem. They will go straight before Jesus.

They will get on their knees and weep their tears and pour out their hearts
and exchange their forgiveness. They will not go to sleep with a heavy
heart because they will have turned to the Only One who has the power
to save. They will teach their children to kiss the cross every day and not
go to sleep like pagans without having thanked Jesus first. They know
that Jesus is holding them in His arms and there is nothing to be afraid
of.  (Marian Observer/Sister Emmanuel, February, 2002)
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Now Available:  By Father Angelus Shaughnessy

CD’s:  $10.00 Includes Shipping/Handling
The Biblical Rosary: Joyful and Sorrowful Mysteries
The Biblical Rosary: Glorious Mysteries/Stations of the Cross
Best Kind of Giving & Only One Thing To Learn
“Fifty Year Martyrdom” The Life of Padre Pio
Allow God To Love Us & What Christ Did For Women
Jesus Crucified & Papua, New Guinea
Saint Francis of Assisi & 432 Vermont Avenue
Even God Can Not Give Us More & Do You Really Love God?
How Is Your Love Life & Why Go To Confession
Why Stay Catholic? & The Catholic Priest
Death, Dying and Heaven
The Grace of Working & Celibacy, A Great Way To Live
Marriage and Loving & Only The Chaste Are Happy
Peace & My Most Precious Possession
The Joy of Christmas & The New Millennium
Mary, The Mother of God & Why Do We Have To Suffer So Much?
 “My Little Bishop” The Life of Saint Anthony of Padua

DVD’s: $20.00 Includes Shipping/Handling
Not Even God Could Have Made Her Better: The Blessed Mother
The Only Thing That Is Divine In This World: Love
Why Bad Things Happen To Good People: Suffering
Jesus Christ, The Greatest Psychologist. The Supreme Psychiatrist: Confession
The Only Legitimate Addiction: The Holy Eucharist
Why Stay Catholic?

For CD’s and DVD’s, Please make checks payable to Father Angelus Shaughnessy,O.F.M.Capuchin,
and mail checks to: St. Conrad Friary, 9448 Babcock Blvd., Allison Park, PA 15101


